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Dear Parent / Carer, 
 
It's a pleasure to be able to write an introduction to this half term's newsletter and focus on all 
of the wonderfully positive things that have been going on in school. It's felt like a long half term 
but we have been ensuring that it's been choc full of quality items for our pupils. I have to say 
that the way that our young people have flourished in a school environment that's as close to 
normal as possible has been fantastic to see. We know that there will inevitably be some bumpy 
times in the coming months but I'm sure that the lessons we've all learnt over the past eighteen 
months will stand us in good stead. 
 
I hope that everyone has a really well earned relaxing half term break. 

Alun Harding 
Executive Headteacher 

Harvest Festival 
To celebrate the Harvest Festival we have been collecting donations in school for the local food bank in Wolverhampton, 

The Well. 

 

 The Well provides emergency food and other essential items to individuals and families of all ages, and from all 

communities across the City. It has been a difficult time, nationally, for a lot of families, particularly through COVID and 

we have been overwhelmed by the kind generosity of Bilbrook’s students and parents to help. 

Harvest Festival has been celebrated within countries all around the world since ancient times. Here in Britain, we give 

thanks to God for all the good things that we have.  Harvest is therefore, also a time of reflection; we think about others 

who have not got what we have. At Bilbrook, Harvest has been an especially thoughtful time of year.   

On Wednesday 20th October we celebrated Harvest Festival at Holy Cross Church. Year 8EW led us in our service 

looking at how this festival is celebrated around the world. In church, during our harvest festival and 

in our assemblies, we have thought about being thankful.  

We hope that you all enjoy the half term break and are thankful of a 

rest.                 

     Mrs Weaver  

Message from our Headteacher 
As we come to the end of the first half term of the year, new friendships have been established and lots of new learning has 

taken place. At Bilbrook, we provide our children with a rich curriculum that offers them a range of learning experiences, both 

in and out of the classroom. Our children benefit from these experiences and we know that they are key to each child’s 

personal development. This term we have already learnt about World Mental Health Day and taken part in Re-start a heart Day. 

At Bilbrook we are prioritising reading throughout our curriculum as we know that successful reading is the key to open many 

doors. To support our drive to promote reading, Magic Breakfast have teamed up with Manchester United and England 

footballer, Marcus Rashford, to donate 33 copies of Tom Percival’s ‘Silas and the Marvellous Misfits’ to Bilbrook. We are very 

grateful for the donation and can’t wait to start reading them! 

Thank you for your continuing support and for helping us to let our light shine. 

mailto:office@bilbrook.staffs.sch


During the holidays this year, we ran a Summer School funded by the Government. 
The aim being to deliver a blend of academic education and enrichment activities, 
that focused on supporting children’s wellbeing. The Summer School provided 
children with the opportunity to familiarise themselves with school routines in 
preparation for the new academic year and to address any worries or concerns they 
may be having regarding the new start. 
 
There were a mixture of activities throughout the week, with a daily focus on Maths 
and English skills and then an enrichment activity, such as art work or team building. 
We were really pleased to welcome The Animal Man who brought in some wonderful 
creatures to meet, and The Music Man who provided the opportunity to learn new 
skills on the drums. 

Here are a few pictures of 
the enrichments activities 
that took place, including 
animal face pizza making, 
meeting the animals, 
playing the drums and 
TShirt designing. 
 
A huge thank you to 
everyone who helped! 

    Reminder to Parents / Carers 
     

    Please do not park across the yellow lines outside school when dropping off or         
    collecting children at the start and end of the day, these areas must be kept clear at  
    all times—Thank You! 



IMPORTANT MESSAGE FOR PARENTS  
 

Please ensure you regularly check your ParentPay account and clear any unpaid balances for breakfast club, breaktime snacks 
and lunches. Remember you are now able to pre-book lunches in advance. To ensure your child is provided with a meal, please 

order at least 24hours in advance. Parents who do not order a school meal, must provide their child with a packed lunch.  
You are also be able to access information on up coming trips for your child where you can give authorisation to attend and 

complete any contact and medical that is required.   
 

Future trips available will include: Cinderella pantomime, Culmington Manaor residential stay for Year 8 
and Standon Bowers residential for Year 6. 
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We plan to be very busy during the last week of 
term, with our Christingle Service and a visit to the 
Pantomime, Cinderella.  

 
We are also hoping to arrange our annual Bilbrook Christmas Fayre to be held on Wednesday 15th 
December. Students will be arranging stalls and activities to raise funds for their chosen charities  using 
“Enterprise Skills” and team work. 
 
    Please come and support us for the afternoon! 
 
It will also be our Christmas Jumper Day! 
It might seem silly, but by popping a pullover on and each donating £1 to Save the Children, you could 
help solve some very serious problems—and save childrens’ lives around the world.  
 
Join the woolly revolution – it’s a fantastic opportunity for some end-of-term festive fun, while raising 
money.  
 
Taking part is easy so everyone can get involved – all you have to do is wear a festive sweater and  donate 
£1 or more .  

 

We plan to be very busy during the last week of term, with our 
Christingle service, and a visit the Pantomime in 
Wolverhampton. 

 
 
We were delighted to welcome so many visitors to our Open Evening on Thursday 23rd September, when families 
were able to come and see what makes the school so special.  

 
Parents and children had the chance to listen to a presentation about the many strengths of Bilbrook Middle and the 
plans in place for the future of the school within the federation as well as seeing the school for themselves. It was a 
delight to receive so many positive comments from parents about the way in which our students' pride in the school 
shone through as they were shown around. Many students gave up their own time to show off their school and to talk 
about the many things that make them feel a sense of pride and belonging. 

 
One of the unique features of Bilbrook Middle School that clearly appealed to 
parents was the fact that there would not be more than fifty students admitted 
into any one year group. The fact that all teachers know the students in their 
care as individuals and that there was a real sense of family community within 
the school, something numerous parents found a comfort.  
 
We will be holding further Open Events in December, 
when we welcome you to come along and see us at 
work!    
 
 “Let your light shine”  

Check out our website 

on bilbrookmiddle.com 

SCHOOL NEWS... 

 

CONTACT US 
Follow our social media pages to keep up to date with school news and events, as well as updates 
and photos of how our students are letting their ‘light shine’. 
 

 @bilbrookcemiddle                          @bilbrookmiddle                                                            

IMPORTANT  —  In line with safeguarding procedures, 
please inform the school of any change to your child’s 

emergency contact details and any new telephone numbers. 
Tel: 01902 840910 
Email: office@bilbrookmiddle.com 
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For Your Information... 

Restart a Heart  We are now very fortunate to have our own Defibrillator in school.  

During the summer term, we joined up with Lane Green First School to raise funds to purchase the life 
saving device for both sites following the tragic incident at the European Cup, when Danish footballer 
Christian Erikson suffered a cardiac arrest on the pitch during a game.  

Every year, around 350,000 Europeans suffer an out-of-hospital cardiac arrest (OHCA). OHCA can 
occur anywhere, for example in the street, at work, or while exercising or doing other strenuous activity. 
Unfortunately, the vast majority happen at home, where family members are the only witnesses and the only ones with 
the chance to save their loved ones. It adds to the tragedy of the situation that we would lose a loved one just 
because we did not know what to do in case of sudden cardiac arrest. 

Bystander CPR by lay people increases survival by two to three times, unfortunately, only a small minority of cardiac 
arrest victims receive this vital help in time to save their life and that is why training as many people as possible is so 
important! 

If an AED (Automated External Defibrillator) is used in the first minute the survival rate can be as high as 90% and 
74% if used within 3-5 minutes, showing swift medical action and having close by access to a defibrillator really makes 
all the difference. 

Our aim is now to teach the vital life-saving cardiopulmonary resuscitation (CPR) skills to as many people as possible! 

 
 
Walking to school is great for you mental and physical health and also helps the environment. 
 
During October, Bilbrook students were encouraged to join the International Walk to School 
Month and get active by pledging to walk to school at least once a month. In doing this, we 
were able to consider the contribution that traffic pollution makes to climate change and 
the effects it has on wildlife and natural habitats around the world. 
 
By walking to school, we reduce our carbon emissions, supporting natural habitats and animals 
across the globe. 

So, to ensure as many people as 
possible learn how to do CPR, this 
year we held our Restart a Heart 
Day on Friday 17th October 2021.  

Our aim, to teach every student 
the lifesaving CPR skills and how to 
use an AED (Automated External 
Defibrillator).  The pupils watched 
training videos from The British 
Heart Foundation and some pupils 
were able to practise their skills. 

Everyone agreed the day was very 
beneficial.  
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We will be holding a Book Fair in school from Tuesday 7th to Thursday 9th 
December. Books will be available to buy during lunchtime on these days and  

after school. 
 

 A percentage of the money taken through sales will help provide additional books 
for the school.  

 
Come along and get your Christmas presents early!!  

 

 
 
 

 
 

Due to popular demand Bilbrook Middle School PSA is to, once again, organise  a 
Christmas Shopping Extravaganza  to Chester & Cheshire Oaks on  

 
Saturday 4th December 2021 (Covid restrictions allowing) 

 
Departing from Penkridge at 8.00am and Bilbrook at 8.30am -  

 
stopping at Cheshire Oaks and into Chester Town Centre  

 
with the coach leaving for home at approx 6.30pm. 

 
 

The cost remains at only £12 per person!  - Please Tel: 
01902 840910 or call in at the school office if you would be 

interested in securing a place. 
 

Spaces are limited — so don't delay, book today !! 
 

YOUNG CITIZEN OF THE YEAR AWARD 
 
Well what a night… Dylan Wright Young Citizen of the Year.  
We are so so proud of him. We believe he is now an ambassador of 
Wolverhampton and is being signed up to many gigs across the rotary clubs. 
When he received his award, he was in his element.  
 
The Mayor of Wolverhampton said they were absolutely blown away by Dylan 
in his interview. As a former Bilbrook student, he is a credit to his family, 
our school and the Federation..  
 
Congratulations from everyone at Bilbrook! 

NEWS and EVENTS... 

Hi…. 
 
We are 
coordinators for 
the RBL Codsall 
Poppy Appeal, we arrange the 
wreaths for Codsall and Bilbrook 
Remembrance Sunday as well as 
the distribution of poppy boxes to 
shops, businesses and schools in 
this area. 
 
We also organise collections at 
various supermarkets, for this we 
need volunteers to "man" the 
stands!  
 
We are asking for people to help 
us. If you are able to help in any 
way, please  contact us directly.  
 
David & Julie Johnson 
Codsallpoppyappeal@gmail.com 
0777 6405025 / 07887 397569 
 
If you require any further 
information, please let me know. 

REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY 
There will be a Remembrance Service at 10.00am on Sunday 10th 
November, at Holy Cross Church Bilbrook.   
Staff and students from Bilbrook will be represented, laying a wreath 
from the school during the service.  

mailto:Codsallpoppyappeall@gmail.com


Autumn Newsletter  Page 7  

 
 

 
 

 

Marley D; Connor S;  
Jensen L; Dylan C 

Polly S; Gethin D; David M;  
Lucy K; Lance H; Emily M;   

Annabelle B; Ellena F 

Tillie T; Callum T;   
Alfie B; Scarlett P 

Top tips for picking litter: 

1. Be prepared: Carry gardening gloves with you (or a litter picker if you have one!) when you're heading out on a walk in case you spot 

any litter - they'll protect your hands from anything mucky or sharp. If you don't think you'll come across a bin, bring a bag so you can 
carry any litter away with you. 

2. Stay safe by staying away from needles and not picking up anything with human waste (like nappies), electrical items, or holding any 

potentially dangerous chemicals. If you're not sure what it is, don't pick it up. Take extra care when picking up anything sharp. 

3. Report any of the above items, anything you think might be dangerous, or any dumped electrical items or paint to the local council or 

landowner. If you come across a fly-tipping site, or a dead animal, report it. 

4. Sort your haul: Instead of chucking it in a regular bin, you could go one further and separate what you've collected to be recycled! If 

possible, safety-proof anything you find that could be a danger to wildlife if it ends up in the wrong place further down the line, for 
example, cutting up 6-pack rings or plastic bottle cap rings. 

5. Wash your hands: Always make sure you wash your hands properly after picking litter! 

The growing army of #LitterHeroes who have had enough of other people’s litter and are willing to 
do something about it.  The idea is to inspire people to get outdoors, get active and help clear up 
the rubbish that lies around us.  
 
Despite the damp conditions, Year 5 took up the challenge with the help of the “Friends of 
Bilbrook” and went out into the community on Monday 18th October to  clear the streets, 
pavements and garages of rubbish.  
 
Every year, an estimated 8 million tonnes of litter enters the world’s oceans. Plastic poses the 
biggest threat to marine wildlife as it doesn’t just disappear; it simply breaks down into smaller 
and smaller pieces, and has detrimental effects on food chains, working its way up from the 
tiniest plankton into the bodies of sharks, whales and dolphins. But it’s not just our marine life at 
risk from litter. Mammals like hedgehogs and birds like swans 
frequently suffer injuries as a result of getting caught up in waste. 
Any litter removed from a natural ecosystem helps wildlife and 
creates a better space for humans too! Counteract litterbugs by 
being a litter picker.                                                                               

You don't have to be on an organised litter pick to help, just pick 
up any rogue litter when you see it and pop it in the bin! Or how 
about going for a walk and picking up pieces as you go! 
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Thursday 28th October  Coached Angling Sessions 
 

Qualified coaches will be on hand to help young, novice or inexperienced anglers have a go at fishing, learning skills such as 
baiting a hook, casting a line and landing and unhooking a fish.    
 
Friday 29th October Creepy Crawly Trail  

Follow the creepy crawly trail collect facts as you go. 
Everyone who complete’s the trail receives a prize. 
£2 per person. Booking isn’t required for this Activity. 

 
Toy Tombola 
 

Monday 25th to Friday 29th October School Half Term, £1 per ticket, every ticket is a winner. 
 
 

Holiday activities are open to all young people of all abilities/disabilities. 
Please book your place by calling 01902 372441 or emailing moat@albrightontrust.org.uk 

For more information visit 

H O L I D A Y  A C T I V I T I E S  

O c t o b e r  2 0 2 1  

As you may be aware, schools have worked hard to outline extra measures they may want to take to limit 
the spread of Covid-19.  
 
Covid-19 rates in Staffordshire are now some of the highest in the UK, and we must do everything we can 
to reduce these rates and stop the spread of the virus in our communities. 
 

The biggest numbers of cases are in the 11 to 18 age group, and schools and colleges are being particularly affected by this. 
Because of this, we are asking everyone to do what they can to minimise the spread of Covid-19. 
 
As a parent, you can help by continuing to LFT test your child twice a week if they are aged 11+. If they are showing any symptoms of Covid
-19 you must keep them off school and get a PCR test as soon as possible at a local testing site. 
If another member of your household tests positive for Covid-19, we strongly recommend that all members of your household get PCR 
tests as a precaution. We would also advise you to stay at home until you get your result. 

For World Mental Health Day 2021, Young Minds encouraged schools, 
offices, community groups and individuals to join their #Hello Yellow 
campaign and wear yellow on Friday 8th October to support young 
people’s mental health.  
We all struggle with how we are feeling sometimes, and it’s normal to 
have ups and downs, but it’s the little things that get us through like 
morning walks, singing in the shower, the perfect cuppa, that Netflix 
show that got us all buzzing, the bestie who makes you LOL, the 

teacher who has your back. Saying #HelloYellow this World Mental Health Day was a little thing we could do to 
make a BIG difference to young people's mental health.  
On the day staff a students took a healthy walk around the village. We actually received a call from a member of 
the public saying how lovely it had been to see students out on their walks. Seeing  the students laughing and 
smiling together made her day. She said that having fun and spending time with good people is what mental 
health is all about and it had been lovely to see the students doing that. She thought it was really good of us to 
have allowed them to do this.  
This is why we wear Yellow — Because a little yellow goes a long way. We raised  over £131 for the charity! 

mailto:moat@albrightontrust.org.uk
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDMsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTEwMDQuNDY4NTYwMjEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5nb3YudWsvZ2V0LWNvcm9uYXZpcnVzLXRlc3Q_dXRtX21lZGl1bT1nb3ZkZWxpdmVyeSZ1dG1fc291cmNlPWVtYWlsIn0.
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Help us get FREE gardening equipment for 
our school! 

All the students have been taking part in Netball and Cricket sporting activities this half term and this week we have fin-
ished off with an inter-house Competitions in these activities. Inter-house is a great way for students to experience com-
petition in a positive supporting environment learning how to express passion, recognise  emotions and build resilience. All 
the students did amazing well and put loads of effort in to support their house.  

A massive well done from Mrs Ward   

Some students really let their light shine through out the competition were: 

YEAR 5 YEAR 6 YEAR 7 YEAR 8 

James 
Charlie 
Brooke 
Zara 

Masie 
Archie 

Taylor 
Alfie 
Matt 
Ben 

Lucas 
Shae 

Sammi 
Ben 

 1st 2nd 3rd 4th 

YEAR 5 Endeavour Discovery Challenger Enterprise 

YEAR 6 Discovery Endeavour Enterprise Challenger 

YEAR 7 Discovery Challenger Endeavour and Enterprise 

YEAR 8 Discovery Endeavour Challenger Enterprise 

Overall  
Netball  Results 

Discovery  Endeavour Challenger Enterprise 



 
 

Details correct at time of going to print - Latest information is shown on the school website. 
 

 

25th to 29th October  HALF TERM 

Thursday 4th November Flu Vaccines for all years 
Data Report out—All Years 

Monday 8th November Year 5 & 7 Parent’s Evening 3.30 to 5.30pm 
 

Tuesday 9th November Cat Protection—Assembly and class talk 

Wednesday 10th November Year 5 & 7 Parent’s Evening 4.00 to 6.00pm 

Sunday 14th November Remembrance Service and Parade at Holy Cross Church 

Tuesday 16th November Level 3 Bikeability KS3 

17th and 18th November Level 2 Bikeability KS2 

Friday 26th November Bilbrook Christmas Lights switch on & Choir 

Wednesday 1st December BILBROOK OPEN MORNING 9am to 11.00 

Thursday 2nd December BILBROOK OPEN AFTERNOON 1.00 to 3.00pm 

Saturday 4th December Christmas Shopping Trip to Chester 

Monday 7th—9th December Book Fair in school 

Tuesday 14th December Christingle Service 
Cinderella Pantomine Wolverhampton Grand Theatre 

Wednesday 15th December Christmas Lunch 
Christmas Fayre & Christmas Jumper Day 

Thursday 16th December  Carol Service in school—2.00pm 

Friday 17thDecember Early finish—1.05pm 

3rd Dec. to 3rd January 2021 CHRISTMAS HOLIDAYS 

Monday 14th February  INSET DAY 

21st to 25th February HALF TERM 

Tuesday 1st March Live Music Performance 

Wednesday 2nd March Ash Wednesday Service 

Thursday 3rd March  Data Reports out to Parents 

Monday 7th March Year 6 & 8 Parents’ Evening 3.30 to 5.30PM 

Wednesday 9th March Careers Morning 
Lion The Witch and the Wardrobe theatre visit 

Year 6 & 8 Parents’ Evening 4.00 to 6.00 PM 

23rd to 25th March Culmington Manor Year 8 Residential 

11th to 22nd April EASTER HOLIDAY 

Monday 2nd May MAY DAY 

Week commencing 9th May SATs Week Year 6 

30th May to 3rd June  HALF TERM & BANK HOLIDAYS 

22nd July to 2nd September SUMMER HOLIDAYS 


